Legal Research
This handout provides general guidelines for creating APA Style legal references. Based on chapter 11 of the APA Publication Manual 7th edition.
It is important to understand the difference between primary and secondary sources in legal research

· Primary – (can be legally binding) – e.g., constitutions, cases, statues, regulations

· Secondary – (can only be persuasive) – e.g., commentaries, lar reviews, records, briefs

Primary and secondary sources are searched differently. If you are not sure what type you need for your assignment, check with your professor.

Primary Source Searching

Library Databases – located on the Databases page - https://libguides.uco.edu/az.php
· Congressional Publications – Access to congressional publications from 1789 to present.

· HeinOnline – Comprehensive coverage of U.S. statutory materials, Congressional Documents, all the world’s constitutions, U.S. treaties, state and federal case law.
· NexisUni – Source for state and federal case law, statues, codes, regulations, and SEC filings.
· Westlaw – U.S. federal and state cases, statutes, and regulations.

Oklahoma State Courts Network - https://www.oscn.net/v4/
Search specific cases: https://www.oscn.net/dockets/Search.aspx
Secondary Source Searching

Library Databases 

· HeinOnline – Law reviews and academic journals
· NexisUni – Legal news, law reviews, full text newspapers and broadcast transcripts
· Westlaw – Law reviews, legal encyclopedias, academic journals, and more
Other databases may contain articles on legal issues. For example:  ProQuest Central, Criminal Justice Abstracts, Academic Search Premiere, JSTOR. These are cited just like normal APA journal articles.
In-Text Citations of Legal Materials - see section 11.3 of the Publication Manual

Most in-text citations are consist of the title of the work and the date. If the title is long, shorten it for the in-text citation, but give enough information in the in-text to enable readers to locate the entry in the reference list.

Brown v. Board of Education, 1954

Every Student Succeeds Act, 2015
Sources for More Information

Boston College Law Library Guides: 

· Basic Legal Research Tips (http://lawguides.bc.edu/c.php?g=350931&p=2367246)

· Reading Legal Citations (http://lawguides.bc.edu/c.php?g=350907&p=2367690)

Legal Information Institute: https://www.law.cornell.edu/citation/
Cases or Court Decisions

See section 11.4 in the Publication Manual

Common Legal Reference Abbreviations
	Word of Phrase
	Abbreviation

	Part of government

Congress

House of Representatives

Senate
	Cong.

H.R.

S.

	Type of legal material

Regulation 

Resolution
	Reg.

Res.

	Section of legal material

Section

Sections

Number

And following
	§

§§

No.

Et. seq.

	Reporter (source) of federal legal material
United States Reports

Federal Reporter

Federal Reporter, Second Series

Federal Reporter, Third Series

Federal Supplement

Federal Supplement, Second Series

Federal Supplement, Third Series

United States Code

Congressional Record

Federal Register
	U.S.

F.

F.2d

F.3d

F. Supp.

F. Supp. 2d

F. Supp. 3d

U.S.C.

Cong. Rec.

F.R.


A reference for a case or court decision includes the following information:

· Title or name of case

· Citation – usually to a volume and page of one of the books where published cases can be found called reporters.
· Precise jurisdiction of the court writing the decision – Supreme Court, Oklahoma Court of Appeals, etc.

· Date of the decision

· URL from where you retrieved case.  This is not a requirement, but may aid readers in retrieval.    
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To create an entry, first identify the court that decided the case and then follow the relevant example.

It is not necessary to provide the URL if you access the court case from a library database.  See section 9.30 in the Publication Manual for more information.

Federal Court Decisions - see section 11.4 of the Publication Manual.
· U.S. Supreme Court - Decisions are published in the United States Reports (U.S.)
Brown v. Board of Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954). https://www.oyez.org/cases/1940-1955/347us483
· U.S. Circuit Court – Decisions are published in the Federal Reporter (F.; F.2d; F.3d)
Daubers v. Merrell Dow Pharmaceuticals, Inc., 951 F.2d 1128 (9th Cir. 1991). 
· U.S. District Court – Decisions are published in the Federal Supplements (F. Supp.; F. Supp. 2d; F. Supp. 3d)

Burriola v. Greater Toledo YMCA, 133 F. Supp. 2d 1034 (N.D. Ohio 2001).

In-Text citations for court cases

In Brown v. Board of Education (1954), The Supreme Court decided……

…halted the Florida Supreme Court’s decision to recount ballots (Bush v. Gore, 2000)

Statutes (Laws and Acts) - see section 11.5 of the Publication Manual.
A reference for a law or statute includes the following information:

•
Name of law or act
•
Title-Federal statutes are published in the United States Code (U.S.C.). The U.S.C. is divided into sections called titles.

•
Section number of the statute
•
Date 

•
URL.  This is not a requirement, but may aid readers in retrieval.    
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· Federal Statute
Every Student Succeeds Act, 20 U.S.C. § 6301 (2015). https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/PLAW-114pubI95.pdf

The Every Student Succeeds Act was codified in Title 20 of the United States Code in Section 6301 in 2015.

· State Statute in State Code
Assault Defined, Okla. Stat. § 2341 (1910). http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OK_Statutes/CompleteTitles/os21.rtf
This Oklahoma act can be found in the Oklahoma Statutes, Section 2341 and was codified in 1910.
Constitutions and Charters - see section 11.9 of the Publication Manual.
To cite a whole federal or state constitution, a citation is not necessary. Simply refer to the constitution in the text.
· Article of the U.S. Constitution
U.S. Constitution, art. I, § 3. 

· Article of a State Constitution
Okla. Constitution, art. XI, § 3.
Use the legal sate abbreviation for a state constitution. For a list of state abbreviations, see the Legal Information Institute: https://www.law.cornell.edu/citation/4-500
· Amendment to the Constitution

U.S. Const. amend. XIX.

· U.S. Bill of Rights
U.S. Const. amend. I-X.

Legislative Materials – see section 11.6 of the Publication Manual for more examples
· Full Federal Hearing
Title of hearing, xxx Cong. (year). URL if needed*

Shaping our responses to violent and demeaning imagery in popular music, 103 Cong. (1994).

*include the URL if you retrieved it from the web.  If you retrieved it from a library database such as Congressional Publications, do not include the URL.

· Unenacted Federal Bill or Resolution
Family and Medical Insurance Leave Act, S. 463, 116th Cong. (2019). https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/463/text

The number of the bill should be preceded by H.R. (House of Representatives) or S. (Senate), depending on the source of the unenacted bill or resolution.

· Federal Report
H.R. Rep. No. 114-529 (2016). https://www.congress.gov/congressional-report/114th-congress/house-report/529/1
S. Rep. No. 116-20 (2019). https://www.congress.gov/congressional-report/116th-congress/senate-report/20/1?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22senate%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=6
Include H.R. Rep. (House of Representatives) or S. Rep. (Senate). No. xxx-xxx (year). URL

Administrative and Executive Materials – see section 11.7 of the Publication Manual

· Federal Regulation, codified
Title 40, Volume C.F.R. §141 (1975). https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=777385f2fa5a91a7e32e17a03c131d94&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&n=pt40.25.141&r=PART
Official federal regulations are published in the Code of Federal Regulations. In the reference, provide the title or number of the regulation, the volume number in which the regulation appears, the abbreviation “C.F.R.,” the section number, and the year in which the regulation was codified. If the regulation is available online, provide the URL.



Adapted from Table 11.2 in the publication manual


Because legal references may include a lot of information, legal references use abbreviations to make references shorter.








UCO Chambers Library 
For more help: (405) 974-3361 or http://library.uco.edu/help/


